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Trauma Informed Community: Adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) 

Adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) are stressful or traumatic events, including abuse and neglect. They may also 
include household dysfunction such as witnessing domestic violence or growing up with family members who have 
substance use disorders. ACEs are strongly related to the development and prevalence of a wide range of health 
problems throughout a person’s lifespan, including those associated with substance misuse. 

 
Data was collected at kindergarten round-up from parents completing the 2023 Kindergarten Round-Up Survey. 
Questions from the survey that would indicate ACEs for the kids entering kindergarten are as follow: 

• 35% surveyed reported their child is living with a parent or guardian who was divorced or separated. 

• 15% surveyed reported that they have accessed community support to help provide basic needs for their family. 

• 3% of parents reported that their children have witnessed a family member with a drug/alcohol problem. 

• 2% of parents reported that their children have witnessed violence in the home. 

• 8% of children have experienced a parent that has been depressed (has decreased from 21% in 2020).  

 
Table indicates Trauma; Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) as reported by parents in the 2023 kindergarten round-up survey.  

 

 

“Children’s exposure to Adverse Childhood Experiences is the greatest unaddressed public health 

threat of our time.” – Robert W. Block 
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County Wide Data Summary 
 
The Parent Coalition of the Montcalm County Great Start Collaborative conducted a survey with parents attending 
kindergarten registration activities in our seven districts with the Montcalm Area Intermediate School District. This is the 
tenth year that Montcalm County has conducted this survey. The purpose was to identify strengths and concerns in the 
areas of health, early care and education, social-emotional development, basic physical needs, and family support. The 
following data are the results from the 2023 survey. Parents completed a questionnaire consisting of 30 questions as an 
optional part of the kindergarten registration process. Of the seven participating districts within the Montcalm Area ISD, 
there were 741 children that registered for Kindergarten prior to September 1st, of those 309 parents or 42% completed 
the survey.   
 

Health  
 

Quality healthcare improves a child’s learning abilities; a child can focus better when he or she is healthy. This year’s 

survey revealed the following information: 
• 93% reported having some type of health insurance, 

• 33% of them have government sponsored insurance, 

• 53% have private insurance, 

• 6% reported having Military insurance,  

• Only 1% reported not having a doctor, 

• 13% of entering kindergarteners have never been to the dentist, 

• 7% of homes where the child resides has at least one person who smoked and/or vaped, 

• 8% report that their child takes a prescription medication. 
 

Early Care and Education  
 

Education of a child begins at birth not at age 4 or 5; research tells us having quality childcare and educational 

experiences are vital. 54% of children are reported to have been in childcare during their first five years of life due to 

parent employment.  Families reported overwhelming satisfaction with their childcare providers. Reading is a priority to 

parents in Montcalm County with 92% of parents reporting they read to their child at least 1-3 times or more per week! 

66% of parents surveyed reported their children attended some type of preschool programming. Of those children that 

attended preschool 52% were enrolled in a government-sponsored program such as Head Start or the Great Start 

Readiness Program. 17% of Parents questioned felt that their child would need extra help with learning in kindergarten.  
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Social Emotional 
 

Social-emotional skills give children the self-confidence they need to build loving and supportive relationships all their 

lives. There were several questions in this survey designed to gather information regarding children’s social emotional 

well-being. The behaviors that were identified as being of concern were, child gets nervous easily (this relates to anxiety, 

up from 27% in 2019 to 33% in 2023), child is more active than others (went down from 25% in 2019 to 24% in 2023), 

child has a short attention span (decreased from 17% in 2019 to 15% in 2023).  

 

 
 

Basic Needs 
 

Providing basic needs continues to be a 

struggle as Montcalm County has 32% 

of families identified as Asset Limited, 

Income Constrained, Employed (ALICE).  

4% of families report being on 

unemployment (approximately 11 

households) as compared to 2020 15% 

of families were on unemployment. 1% 

of families report that one member is 

earning a lower wage within the past year.  

 

Family Support 
 

Families in Montcalm County indicated that they could find information about how to get their children ready for 

kindergarten.  Approximately 38% of respondents participated in some sort of early intervention program such as: Early 

Head Start, Early On, Playgroups, Library Programs, Public Health Nurses, or Infant Mental Health Services prior to 

kindergarten. 6% participated in some type of parenting classes or support group; 11% of parents actively use the 

Montcalm County Great Start website; 2% of parents participated in Parent Coalition; 26% of the children received free 

books from the Montcalm County Dolly Parton Imagination Library; and 3% of children participated in the Connections 

Program.  
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Carson City - Crystal Area Schools:  50 children registered for 

kindergarten; 13 parents (26%) completed the survey.  
 

Parents Education 
 
85% of mothers and 82% of fathers 
had a GED or higher. There were 15% 
of mothers and 18% of fathers that 
had some high school but had not 
completed high school.  

 

 
 
 

Health 
 

46% had some type of government-funded 
insurance. 8% of respondents reported that their 
child takes a prescription medication. 
 
8% of the respondents indicated that at least one 
person smoked and/or vaped in the home.  
 
Parents that reported being a medical and dental 
household has been staying consistent since 2017. 

 
 
 

Early Care and Education 
 

46% of respondents reported that they 
needed childcare within the first 5 years.  
 
23% reported that their child would need 
extra help in kindergarten.    
 
92% read to their children 1-3 times per 
week or more.  
 

77% of families used daily activities to 

engage their child’s learning at home 

(cooking, laundry, Talking is Teaching 

activities).  
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Social Emotional 
 

 
 

 

Basic Needs  
 

8% of respondents have used a 
community resource to assist in 
providing their children with basic 
needs. None of the families reported 
that at least one parent lost their job or 
is unemployed.  
 

 

 

 

Family Support  
• 85% of the families engaged in at least 

one family support program prior to their 

child attending preschool. 

• 31% of families have visited the Great 
Start Montcalm website for early 
childhood information and resources. 

• None of the families reported using 
child or family counseling services. 

• 15% of the parents reported their 
children’s participation in the Connections 
Program. 

• 69% of the families received free books 
from the Montcalm County Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library! 

• 8% of the families participated in the 
Great Start Montcalm Family Coalition. 
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Central Montcalm Public Schools:  111 children registered for 

kindergarten; 47 parents (42%) completed the survey.  

 

 

Parents Education   

 

89% of mothers and 95% of fathers 
had a GED or higher. There were 11% 
of mothers and 5% of fathers that had 
some high school but had not 
completed high school.  

 

 

 

 

Health  
 

49% had some type of government-funded 
insurance. 6% of respondents reported that their 
child takes a prescription medication. 
 
4% of the respondents indicated that at least one 
person smoked and/or vaped in the home.  
 
98% of respondents reported their child had a 
medical home.  
 

 

Early Care and Education  

 
53% of respondents reported that they needed 
childcare within the first 5 years.  
 
17% reported that their child would need extra 
help in kindergarten.  
 
96% read to their children 1-3 times per week or 
more.  
 

83% of families used daily activities to engage their 

child’s learning at home (cooking, laundry, Talking 

is Teaching activities).  

 

5 3

16

5 7 5 5
2 4

24

2 4 3 2

Some HS GED HS
Graduate

Tech School Associates
Degree

BA/BS Masters +
N

u
m

b
er

 o
f 

P
ar

en
ts

Mother Father

98%
91%

4% 6%

Has a physician Has dental home Someone in home
smokes/vapes

Child takes
medication

23%

45%

13%

19%

Preschool Experience

Did not State Type

Private Preschool

Head Start

Great Start Readiness
Program

Early Childhood Special
Education

None



  

2023 Kindergarten Round-Up Survey Results 
9 

 

Social Emotional  
 

 
 

Basic Needs  
 

43% of respondents have used a 
community resource to assist in 
providing their children with basic 
needs.  
 
6% of families have had at least one 
parent that has lost their job or is 
unemployed.  
 

  
 
 
 
 

Family Support  

• 66% of the respondents engaged in at 

least one family support program prior to 

their child attending a preschool. 

• 23% of respondents have visited the 
Great Start Montcalm website for early 
childhood information and resources. 

• 4% of families reported using child or 
family counseling services. 

• 4% of the children participated in the 
Connections Program.  

• 43% of the families received free books 
from the Montcalm County Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library!  
• 2% of the families participated in the 
Great Start Montcalm Family Coalition. 
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Greenville Public Schools: 267 children registered for kindergarten; 104 

parents (39%) completed the survey. 

 

 

Parents Education  
 

94% of mothers and 88% of fathers had 
a GED or higher. There were 6% of 
mothers and 12% of fathers that had 
some high school but had not 
completed high school.  

 

 

 

 

Health  

 

41% had some type of government-funded 
insurance.  
 
6% of respondents reported that their child takes a 
prescription medication. 
 
7% of the respondents indicated that at least one 
person smoked and/or vaped in the home.  
 
99% of respondents reported their child had a 
medical home. 

 

 

Early Care and Education  

 

65% of respondents reported that they 
needed childcare within the first 5 years.  
 
16% reported that their child would need 
extra help in kindergarten.  
 
97% read to their children 1-3 times per 
week or more.  
 
77% of families used daily activities to 

engage their child’s learning at home 

(cooking, laundry, Talking is Teaching 

activities).  
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Social Emotional  
 

 
  

 
Basic Needs  
 

19% of respondents have used a 
community resource to assist in 
providing their children with basic 
needs.  
 
1% of the families have had at least one 
parent that has lost their job or is 
unemployed.  
 

2% of the families reported earning a 
lower wage in the past year.  
 

 

 

Family Support  

• 58% of the respondents engaged in at 

least one family support program prior to 

their child attending preschool. 

• 20% of respondents have visited the 
Great Start Montcalm website for early 
childhood information and resources. 

• 6% of the families reported using child 
or family counseling services. 

• 13% of the children participated in the 
Connections Program. 

• 45% of the families received free books 
from the Montcalm County Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library! 
• 1% of the families participated in the 
Great Start Montcalm Family Coalition. 
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Lakeview Community Schools: 78 children registered for 

kindergarten; 43 parents (55%) completed the survey. 

 

 

 

Parents Education  

 

95% of mothers and 83% of fathers had 
a GED or higher. There were 5% of 
mothers and 18% of fathers that had 
some high school but had not 
completed high school.  

 

 

 

Health  

 

28% had some type of government funded 
insurance.  
 
19% of respondents reported that their child takes a 
prescription medication. 
 
5% of the respondents indicated that at least one 
person smoked and/or vaped in the home.  
 
100% of respondents reported their child had a 
medical home. 

 
Early Care and Education  

 

49% of respondents reported that they 
needed childcare within the first 5 years.  
 
14% reported that their child would need 
extra help in kindergarten.  
 
95% read to their children 1-3 times per 
week or more.  
 

88% of families used daily activities to 

engage their child’s learning at home 

(cooking, laundry, Talking is Teaching 

activities).  
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Social Emotional  

 

 
 

Basic Needs  
 

33% of respondents have used a 
community resource to assist in 
providing their children with basic 
needs.  
 
7% of families have had at least one 
parent that has lost their job or is 
unemployed.  
 

None of the of families reported that 
they earned a lower wage in the past 
year.  

 

 

Family Support  

 

• 51% of the respondents engaged in at 

least one family support program prior to 

their child attending preschool. 

• 23% of respondents have visited the 
Great Start Montcalm website for early 
childhood information and resources. 

• 5% of families reported using child or 
family counseling services  

• 2% of the children participated in the 
Connections Program.  

• 42% of the families received free books 
from the Montcalm County Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library! 

• 7% of the families participated in the 
Great Start Montcalm Family Coalition. 
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Montabella Community Schools: 67 children registered for 

kindergarten; 45 parents (67%) completed the survey. 

 

 

 

Parents Education 
 

93% of mothers and 84% of fathers 
had a GED or higher. There were 7% of 
mothers and 16% of fathers that had 
some high school but had not 
completed high school.  

 

 

 

Health  

 

38% had some type of government-funded 
insurance.  
 
11% of respondents reported that their child 
takes a prescription medication.  
 
9% of the respondents indicated that at least one 
person smoked and/or vaped in the home.  
 
100% of respondents reported their child had a 
medical home. 
 

 

Early Care and Education  
 

44% of respondents reported that they 
needed childcare within the first 5 years.  
 
18% reported that their child would need 
extra help in kindergarten.  
 
91% read to their children 1-3 times per 
week or more.  
 

80% of families used daily activities to 

engage their child’s learning at home 

(cooking, laundry, Talking is Teaching 

activities).  
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Social Emotional  

 

 
  

 
Basic Needs  
 

49% of respondents have used a 
community resource to assist in 
providing their children with basic 
needs.  
 
2% of families have had at least one 
parent that has lost their job or is 
unemployed.   
 

4% of the families reported earning a 
lower wage in the past year.  

 

 
Family Support  

• 60% of the respondents engaged in at 

least one family support program prior to 

their child attending preschool. 

• 18% of respondents have visited the 
Great Start Montcalm website for early 
childhood information and resources. 

• 2% of the families reported using child 
or family counseling services.  

• 7% of the children participated in the 
Connections Program. 

• 49% of the families received free books 
from the Montcalm County Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library! 

• 2% of the families participated in the 
Great Start Montcalm Family Coalition. 
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Tri County Area Schools: 135 children registered for kindergarten; 29 

parents (21%) completed the survey. 

 

 
 
Parents Education  

 

100% of mothers and 78% of fathers 
had a GED or higher. 22% of fathers 
had some high school but had not 
completed high school.  

 

 

 

 

Health  

 

31% had some type of government-funded 
insurance.  
 
3% of respondents reported that their child takes a 
prescription medication. 
 
17% of the respondents indicated that at least one 
person smoked and/or vaped in the home.  
 
100% of respondents reported their child had a 
medical home. 

 

 

Early Care and Education  

 

55% of respondents reported that they needed 
childcare within the first 5 years.  
 
21% reported that their child would need extra 
help in kindergarten.  
 
100% read to their children 1-3 times per week or 
more.  
 
79% of families used daily activities to engage 

their child’s learning at home (cooking, laundry, 

Talking is Teaching activities).  
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Social Emotional  
  

 
 
 

Basic Needs  

 

24% of respondents have used a 
community resource to assist in 
providing their children with basic 
needs.  
 
3% of the families have had at least 
one parent that has lost their job or is 
unemployed.   
 

7% of the families reported earning a 
lower wage in the past year.  
 

 

 

Family Support   
• 79% of the respondents engaged in at 

least one family support program prior to 

their child attending a preschool. 

• 17% of respondents have visited the 
Great Start Montcalm website for early 
childhood information and resources. 

• 3% of the families reported using child 
or family counseling services. 

• 3% of the children participated in the 
Connections Program. 

• 24% of the families received free books 
from the Montcalm County Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library! 
• None of the families participated in the 
Great Start Montcalm Family Coalition. 
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Vestaburg Community Schools: 33 children registered for 

kindergarten; 28 parents (85%) completed the survey. 

 

 

 
Parents Education  

 

88% of mothers and 86% of fathers had 
a GED or higher. There were 13% of 
mothers and 14% of fathers that had 
some high school but had not 
completed high school.  

 

 

 

Health  

 

57% had some type of government-funded 
insurance.  
 
7% of respondents reported that their child takes a 
prescription medication. 
 
7% of the respondents indicated that at least one 
person smoked and/or vaped in the home. 
 
100% of respondents reported their child had a 
medical home. 

 
 
Early Care and Education  

 

39% of respondents reported that they 
needed childcare within the first 5 years.  
 
14% reported that their child would need 
extra help in kindergarten.  
 
96% read to their children 1-3 times per 
week or more.  
 
79% of families used daily activities to 

engage their child’s learning at home 

(cooking, laundry, Talking is Teaching 

activities).  
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Social Emotional  

  

 
Basic Needs  

 

36% of respondents have used a 
community resource to assist in 
providing their children with basic 
needs.  
 
4% of the families have had at least one 
parent that has lost their job or is 
unemployed.  
 

None of the families reported earning a 
lower wage in the past year.  

 

 

 

Family Support  

• 75% of the respondents engaged in at 

least one family support program prior to 

their child attending preschool. 

• 4% of respondents have visited the 
Great Start Montcalm website for early 
childhood information and resources. 

• None of the families reported using 
child or family counseling services. 

• None of the children participated in the 
Connections Program. 

• 36% of the families received free books 
from the Montcalm County Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library! 
• 4% of the families participated in the 
Great Start Montcalm Parent Coalition. 
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Montcalm County Great Start Collaborative 
Meeting Schedule  

 2023-2024 
 

 

 
Montcalm County GSC Board Meetings (at the Montcalm Area Intermediate School District, Stanton): 
Contact person: Cari O’Connor   

• October 4, 2023, from 11:30-1:30 pm  

• December 6, 2023, from 11:30-1:30 pm  

• February 7, 2024, from 11:30-1:30 pm 

• April 3, 2024, from 11:30-1:30 pm  

• June 5, 2024, from 11:30-1:30 pm 

• August 7, 2024, from 11:30-1:30 pm 

Montcalm County GSC Committee Meetings: 
 
Family Leadership Committee - Family Coalition Meetings (meetings will be located at the Montcalm Area Career 
Center, 1550 W Sidney Rd, Sidney, dinner, and childcare provided) 
Contact person: Monique Cooper 

• September 11, 2023, from 5:30-7:00 pm - Anxiety in Children 

• October 9, 2023, from 5:30-7:00 pm - Challenging Behaviors 

• November 13, 2023, from 5:30-7:00 pm - Understanding Children Emotions (Love Language)  

• December 11, 2023, from 5:30-7:00 pm - Holiday Celebration with Santa 

• January 8, 2024, from 5:30-7:00 pm – Developmental Milestones with Children; Fostering Growth 

• February 12, 2024, from 5:30-7:00 pm – Sibling Rivalry  

• March 11, 2024, from 5:30-7:00 pm - Family Awareness Month, Special Event for the Whole Family  

• April 8, 2024, from 5:30-7:00 pm – Establishing Rules and Boundaries for Your Home 

• May 13, 2024, from 5:30-7:00 pm – Dinner Ideas  

• June 10, 2024, from 5:30-7:00 pm – Summer Kick Off- Carson City Park/Splash Pad  

 
Family Wellness Committee (at the Montcalm Area 
Intermediate School District, Stanton):  
Contact person: Monique Cooper 

• October 4, 2023, from 1:30-2:30 pm   

• December 6, 2023, from 1:30-2:30 pm   

• February 7, 2024, from 1:30-2:30 pm   

• April 3, 2024, from 1:30-2:30 pm   

• June 5, 2024, from 1:30-2:30 pm   

• August 7, 2024, from 1:30-2:30 pm   
 

Early Care & Education Committee (meetings are 
currently being held virtually through Zoom): 
Contact person: Mindy Train  

• October 11, 2023, from 9:00-10:00 am  

• December 13, 2023, from 9:00-10:00 am  

• February 14, 2024, from 9:00-10:00 am 

• April 10, 2024, from 9:00-10:00 am 

• June 12, 2024, from 9:00-10:00 am  

• August 14, 2024, from 9:00-10:00 am  

 


